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Navigating UK immigration law can be challenging, especially when applying for a UK De Facto 
Visa. This visa category is designed for partners who are in a committed relationship but are not 



legally married or in a civil partnership. Understanding the eligibility criteria, application process, 
and required documentation is crucial to ensure a smooth and successful application. 

Understanding the UK De Facto Visa 

The UK DeFacto Visa allows individuals to join their partners in the United Kingdom when they 
can demonstrate a long-term, genuine relationship. Typically, applicants must prove that they 
have been living together for at least two years and intend to continue living together in the UK. 
Unlike the spouse visa, this category does not require legal marriage but demands substantial 
evidence of a committed partnership. 

Eligibility Criteria 

To qualify for a UK De Facto Visa, applicants must meet several key conditions: 

 Relationship Duration: Proof of cohabitation for a minimum of two years is mandatory. 
 
 

 Genuine Partnership: Evidence that the relationship is genuine and ongoing, including 

joint finances, shared tenancy agreements, and communication records. 
 
 

 Financial Requirements: Applicants must meet the minimum income threshold or 
demonstrate sufficient savings to support themselves without relying on public funds. 
 
 

 English Language Requirement: Competence in English is generally required, which 

can be demonstrated through approved tests or qualifications. 
 
 

Application Process 

Applying for a UK De Facto Visa involves several critical steps: 

1. Document Preparation: Collect all necessary documents that prove your relationship, 

financial stability, and identity. 
 
 

2. Online Application: Complete the application form on the UK government website and 

pay the associated visa fees. 
 
 

3. Biometrics Appointment: Attend a biometric appointment for fingerprinting and 

photographs. 
 
 

4. Decision and Entry Clearance: Once approved, the visa grants the right to live and 

work in the UK. 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-unmarried-partner-visa/9.html


 
 

Working with an experienced immigration advisor can help avoid common mistakes and 
increase the chances of a successful outcome. 

Important Considerations 

While the UK De Facto Visa offers a pathway to join a partner in the UK, applicants should be 

aware of potential challenges: 

 Evidence Requirements: Insufficient proof of a genuine relationship is the most 

common reason for refusal. 
 
 

 Changes in Immigration Rules: UK immigration policies can change, so staying 
updated with the latest regulations is essential. 
 
 

 Future Residency Options: After holding a De Facto Visa, there may be pathways to 
settlement or indefinite leave to remain in the UK. 
 
 

Why Choose Visa and Migration Ltd 

At Visa and Migration Ltd, we specialize in UK immigration services, including guidance for De 
Facto Visa applications. Our team of experts ensures that your application is meticulously 
prepared, compliant with UK immigration rules, and submitted efficiently. From initial 
assessment to visa approval, we provide personalized support tailored to your circumstances. 

Conclusion 

A UK DeFacto Visa is an excellent option for partners who are not legally married but wish to 
live together in the United Kingdom. Understanding the eligibility requirements, preparing the 
right documents, and seeking professional guidance can make the application process 
smoother and more successful. 
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